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Some laugh was indulged in over the failure of Forney
and the tricksters to get out a crowd yesterday. Randall
said only one had applied to him for leave in his Depart-
ment. Seward said on reaching the Department yesterday
morning he found a written request from the committee,
and he immediately notified the clerks that if any of them
desired to attend they were at liberty to do so. Stanton
said he forbade any clerk from leaving. Browning said a
colored boy was the only representative from the Interior.
I told him no clerk or employee in the Navy Department
had expressed any wish to go, or had even alluded to it.

Seward was a little mortified that his grandiloquent gen-
erosity and toleration met no approval. McCulloch said
nothing.

The extreme Radicals in Congress and some of theirnews-
papers are very vindictive and revolutionary. Their lan-
guage in regard to the President is such as shows the unfit-
ness of the Members for their places, and the columns of
the press are disgraceful to the country. This conduct
will be likely to work its own course; certainly will if the
President does not temporize under bad advisers.

Grimes and Rice, chairmen in their respective houses of
the Naval Committee, called on me. Both were pleasant.
The only allusion to party was by Grimes, who said the
elections showed that the people were with them. I re-
marked if that were so, they should by their well-doing try
to satisfy the country that the people who supported them
had not acted under a mistake, that they deserved the con-
fidence given them. These men did not call in company,
but Rice in the morning and Grimes in the P.M.

December 5, Wednesday. Governor Morgan has called
the second time on me in relation to a bill concerning sea-
men, originally presented by Hamilton Fish. I referred
him to Commodore Jenkins as the officer having that sub-'
ject more particularly in charge, concurring with him most
fully that something ought to be done.